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SUBJECT: SIDEWINDERS FOR SAUDI ARABIA 

REF: (A) STATE 192020, (B) JIDDA 5353, (C) STATE 190450 

1 . FURTHER TO MATTER OF SIDEWINDERS FOR SAUDI ARABIA AS 
AUTHORIZED REFTEL A, WHEN POLITICAL UNDER SECRETARY MANSOURI 
CALLED ME TO FOREIGN MINISTRY (REFTEL B), HE ALSO TOOK UP 
QUESTION OF SIDEWINDERS WHICH WERE MENTIONED IN NOTE FOREIGN 
OFFICE HAD RECEIVED FROM MINISTRY OF DEFENSE AND AVIATION 
(MODA). 

2. MODA CITED ALLEGATIONS BY SENATOR CASE THAT SIDEWINDERS 
COULD BE USED AGAINST ISRAEL AND WOULD INCREASE THE MILITARY 
CAPABILITY OF THE ARAB WORLD WHICH NOW THREE-TO-ONE OVER 
ISRAEL IN ARMAMENTS AND MEN. MODA NOTE SAID SAUDI NEWS 
AGENCY CORRESPONDENT (KESHISHIAN) ASKED (RHETORICALLY) WHETHER 
RELUCTANCE OF UNITED STATES TO ASSIST IN THE DEFENSE OF SAUDI 
ARABIA IS RESULT OF ZIONIST PRESSURE IN CONGRESS. 

3. IN CASE SUBJECT OF SIDEWINDERS AROSE AS RESULT OF 
MEDIA DISCUSSION IN WWASHINGTON PRESS AND ELSE- 
WHERE, I BROUGHT WITH ME SECRETARY'S COMMENTS ON SUBJECT 
CONTAINED REFTEL C. I MADE USE OF MATERIAL CONTAINED PARA 5, 
ADDING THAT WE NOW IN PROCESS OF DECIDING ABOUT TIMING AND 
NATURE OF APPROACH TO CONGRESS ON THIS SUBJECT. 
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4. MANSOURI EXPRESSED BELIEF SAUDI GOVT WOULD FEEL REASSURED 
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BY SECRETARY'S VIEWS AND INTENTIONS. HE ACCEPTED WITHOUT 
COMMENT MY STATEMENT WE NOW DETERMINING HOW BEST TO 
PROCEED IN MATTER. 

5. I WILL NOW INFORM PRINCE SULTAN (WHO IS NOT IN TAIF/JIDDA 
OR RIYADH AT PRESENT) THAT WE HAVE CONCLUDED WE SHOULD SUBMIT 
TO CONGRESS TRANSACTION FOR 1000 MISSILES. MENTIONING OUR 
INTENTION TO PROCEED IN MATTER OF THE REMAINING 1000 AS SOON 
AS WE JUDGE THE SITUATION OPPORTUNE AFTER OUR ELECTIONS. I 
WILL ADD THAT WE WILL AWAIT THEIR VIEWS BEFORE PROCEEDING AND 
THAT I WOULD BE VERY PLEASED TO CALL ON PRINCE SULTAN TO 
DISCUSS SUBJECT. 

PORTER 


SECRET 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: PRESS COMMENTS, TEXT NOT-TRANSMITTED TO ISO, MILITARY SALES, MISSILES, SIDEWINDERS, US CONGRESSIONAL 
HEARINGS, GOVERNMENT REACTIONS, MILITARY POLIC IES, DEFENSIVE CAPABILITIES, CAT-C 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 04 AUG 1976 
Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 
Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: ShawDG 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 28 MAY 2004 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1976JIDDA05363 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GS 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: P850071-2585 
From: JIDDA 

Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1976/newtext/t19760888/aaaaczrv.tel 

Line Count: 74 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 

Office: ACTION NODS 

Original Classification: SECRET 

Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Original Previous Classification: n/a 

Original Previous Handling Restrictions: NODIS 

Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 

Previous Classification: SECRET 

Previous Handling Restrictions: NODIS 

Reference: 76 STATE 192020, 76 JIDDA 5353, 76 STATE 190450 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 

Review Authority: ShawDG 

Review Comment: n/a 

Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 21 JUN 2004 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <21 JUN 2004 by GarlanWA>; APPROVED <02 NOV 2004 by ShawDG> 

Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
04 MAY 2006 


Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: SIDEWINDERS FOR SAUDI ARABIA 
TAGS: MARR, MASS, SA, US 
To: STATE 
Type: TE 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 



